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Northern Exposure 
' Canadian Legal Studies workshops 
look at life beyond the border 
N early two dozen UB Law students got a taste of the rapidly changing, often contentious Cana-dian life- including a 
first hand look at the Toronto Stock 
Exchange - in a series of Canadian 
Legal Studies workshops duri ng fall 
semester 1991 . 
As the vast nation to the north 
struggles with questio ns of language 
rights, political reform and national 
health care, the seminars introduced 
these future American lawyers to a 
broad range of legal and social policy 
topics. 
"People had di fferent reasons for 
being there," says Law School Profes-
sor Thomas Headrick, who coordinat-
ed the for-credit series sponsored by 
the Canada-United States Legal Stud-
ies Centre. "Some had particular ob-
jectives which related to their interest 
in internati onal business and trade. 
Others, being in Western NewYork 
knew that understanding what's goi,ng 
on in C~nada is important to them. 
And some people were just curious to 
find out more about Canada." 
A highlight of the semester was a 
visit to the Toronto Stock Exchange 
and the Ontario Securities Commis-
sion. The students left before 7 a.m., 
traveled to Toronto in a rented mini-
van, and returned that evening. 
While most visitors are restricted 
to u viewing gullcry. the UB Law 
cluss wus allowed to go out onto the 
floor of the stock exchange and watch 
the action right at the traders' e lbows. 
say, the New York market or the com-
modities markets in Chjcago, because 
a lot of it has been computerized," 
Headrick says. " But people got a 
sense of what was going on and how 
things operate on the floor, and who 
the vario us p layers are." 
Afterward, Headrick says, the 
class met wi th a half-dozen officers of 
the stock exchange: representatives of 
the general counsel' s office, market 
regu lators, those in charge of watch-
ing out for illegal activity. 
" It was fascinating," Headrick 
says. " It was good for the students, 
not only because it was Canada and 
they got some insight into the Canadi-
an securities market, but a lso because 
it was not something you could orga-
nize in one of the American markets. 
They got a sense of the who le panoply 
of what goes into a stock exchange." 
Among the formal lectures of the 
semester, Headrick cited sessions led 
by Arthur Bowler, o f UB's history de-
partment, and Thomas Schofield '75, a 
Buffalo a ttorney, as putting Canada's 
recent political changes into perspec-
tive. "There 's a sig nificant 
amount of ignorance among Ameri-
cans as to what is going on in Cana-
da," Headrick says. "Those sessions 
were absolutely crucial in developing 
the sensitivity of American students 
toward what is going on north of the 
border." 
'' It 's not as ac ti ve u murket as, Law professors Denise Reaume and Leslie Green, of Toronto. 
Schofield, a partner in the Buffa-
lo law firm Magavem & Magavern 
whose practice deals with U.S. and 
Canadian companies doing cross-bor-
der business, spoke about what has 
become an emotional issue among 
French-speaking Canadians, chiefly in 
Quebec : whether they can maintain 
their own cultural identity as a part of 
Canada, or whether they should se-
cede fro m the nation as an act of self-
preservation. 
The government of Quebec has 
set a deadl ine of October 1992 for re-
solvi ng the stay-or-go issue; the fed-
eral government, Schofield says, is 
trying to delay that crucial decision, 
which would be put to a referendum. 
"What I covered was the history 
of relatio ns in a constitutional and 
governmental organization sense, 
from the I 750s through the present," 
Schofield says. " I tried to demonstrate 
that there was a recu1Tent theme in the 
Francophone positio n of tryi ng to pre-
serve their identity and culture. There 
have been many instances (historical-
ly) that suggested they were losing 
g round by remaining unified" as a 
part of Canada. 
Schofield, an American who 
studied Canadian history at the Uni-
versity o f Toronto before coming to 
UB fo r his graduate work, says the 
French-speaking Quebecois "will do 
whatever is necessary in order to pre-
serve the culture, incl uding sovereig n-
ty." At this point, he says, the out-
come is " too close to call." 
"The sovereignty option is the 
closest it' s been in modern history,'' 
he says. "There 's an enormous desire 
to settle this issue once and for a ll. 
It 's been around, if you' re middle-
aoed like 1 am, your who le li fe. T here 
b . . 
are so many issues to be dealt w1th 111 
the world that this generatio n wants to 
put this issue behind them.'' 
Another Canadian constitutional 
issue was raised by Chris Bredt. an at-
torney who is adviser to the Province 
of Ontario in the ministry of constitu-
tional affairs. In the final session of 
the series, Bredt discussed the Ontario 
government's proposal to add a Social 
Charter of Rights to Canada's consti-
tution. 
The nation's constitution, adopt-
ed in 1982, includes a Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms, similar to our 
Bill of Rights. The Ontario proposal 
would broaden those rights to include 
government guarantees of the right to 
health care, adequate housing and em-
ployment - a contentious issue in a 
nation that a lready imposes heavy 
taxes on its c itizens, including a na-
tional sales tax. 
Money and politics were the sub-
jects of a seminar presentation by 
Monroe Eagles, a UB professor of po-
litical science. 
Eagles discussed the regulations 
that sunound Canadian campaign fi-
nancing, and discussed his own re-
search: a study of whether candidates 
who spent more on their campaigns 
were more likely to get e lec ted. 
In this age of media-heavy politi -
cal campaigns, such a theory seems 
self-evident; and indeed, Eagles says, 
"The more you spend, typically the 
bette r you do; and the more your op-
ponents spend, typically the wo rse 
you do." His research has focused on 
campaig ns for the House o f Com-
mons in each of Canada' s 295 federal 
e lectoral dis!J"ic ts. 
This line of inquiry, Eagles says, 
has been pursued in the United States 
not by political scientists, but by paid 
market researchers. His study, he 
says, is the first attempt to demo n-
strate the link be tween spending and 
vote-getting in Canada. 
What's not so apparent is the ef-
fect o f Canada 's government- im-
posed spending limits on each poli ti -
cal party. 'The amount you can spend 
is rather tightly regulated," Eagles 
says. and those limits are q uite lo w by 
U.S. standards. For example, in the 
Toronto suburb of Brampton, the 
spending limit was $43,60 I; by con-
trast, a typical U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives campaign runs to millions 
of dollars. (One reason for the di spari-
ty may be the difference in working 
condjtions. Turnover in the House of 
Commons, Eagles says, runs to 25 per-
cent in each elec tion, largely because 
legislators find the pay insufficient.) 
"We got a fair amount of discus-
sion on the equitability of elections 
and the limi ts o n spending.'' Eagles. a 
native of Canada, says of the class. 
"Obviously, it ' s a curb on freedom of 
speech, but in a way that somebody 
can't monopolize freedom of speech 
by spending their way into power.' ' 
Complicating the situation, he 
says, is heavy spending on candidates 
by special interests, primaril y lobby-
ists on either side of the free-trade is-
sue. 
" It was very useful for me to have 
that very sharp audience,'' Eagles says 
of the class of second- and third-year 
law students. "My research is a work 
in progress, and they helped me to re-
fi ne some of those ideas." 
Other presentations in the Canadi-
an Legal Studies workshops series: 
*"Canada's New Financial Insti-
tutio n Legislations,'' given by Sara 
Azzare llo, an a tto rney with the Royal 
Bank o f Canada, in Montreal. 
*"Perspectives on the Free Trade 
Ag reement." by management pro fes-
so r Andrew A nderson of the Universi-
ty o f Toro nto. 
*A sessio n o n private organiza-
tio ns' involvement in the U.S.-Canada 
G reat Lakes Water Quality Agree-
ment. given by Jack Manno of the 
Great Lakes Research Consort ium . 
*' 'Language Rights in Canada:· 
presented by the husband-and-wife 
team of Denise Reaume, a law profes-
sor at the Uni versity of Toronto. and 
Leslie Green. a law professor a t Os-
goode Hall law school o f YorJ,. Uni-
versity. Toronto. • 
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